It was suzgested as early as June 1971 thiat our Foundation coimaeiiced a
pro;raame of marine researci i tite lMediterrancan Sea. Thie form of sucia
rescarch to be left undecidod until furtier facts were establiched. (HG)

After consultation with various oifficials in London,it was ajsreed that
sueh a project be iuvestizated further,with especial regard to tae
ostablishment of a workingz base on the Maltese Islands. Tac Halta Hizn

Comaision i London was duly contacted and supplied tae neccessary iaform
ation,The Devnartiment of Iaformation of tihe Maltese Government was also -

asked to supply information on local facilitles annd coaditiois. ALl thils
naterial is on fike.
Li'fRODUCTION. _

he Maltese Islands,Malta,@0z0,Comino,Coninotto and Filfla,arc situated in
aneain approximately 60 miles fro iLSicily and 180 miles
from Airica.The latter two are uainhabited, tie 'i‘:llir“‘.f:i. private lease, They
.occupy an area of approximately 27 sq.niles,Mal ta'veln; 17.5 miles by Lo
Gozo 9 miles by 5 miles.The néan teaperaturc is 66 deg. (Jan 55.deg.July 784 )
Relative humidity fluctuates betweci 7 5% in sumizer to 0% in wiater.Anaual
rainfall ic variable,but toc asonths June=Ausust arc usually extremel -day.
Wiids are.iiconsistent,beln; nredominently Scirocco or Nortiern -
Geolozieally, thecIslands consist of Upper and Lower corgiy 1 sfoncs,
imestone,Greeisands and Blue clays of Toriis sfder
able goastal crosion is therefore caused where tiue SCEARIN 12
softer rocks., (1) £
Hydrozrapaicaliy tie Islands are situated oi the soutiig
between Sicily and North Africa,thaat 1as an average depy
and a maximum depth of 200 fathoms.A deep water treic:
westera side of Malta in a line exteading westwards from

 (gor1ing) channel (2)

~  Repord _
- During the period July-September 1972 tue i;‘:.itialhinveatigga. DI A&
feasability of our projected project was carricd out,Discussloins gL e
with representatives of bota national and irternational Or_ anisatiolemeOc ol
fisherme: and otiers.The followii? areas were viewed and investizatclsas
thorouzhly as time allowed. N.E.Coastline: Mellieha bay to Valletta.
3. ®.Coastline., Marsaxlokk bay. South.Wied iz=Zurrieq,Dinjlil areda. It
was decided to establish a working base 1i Sliema,being in close
proxinity to Valletta and a 'clean? coastal arca.Investizations were made as
to the materials wiich migit be needed and tielr availability,all proved
satisfactory altaough certain uaterials have to be ordered well in advaice.
Althouszia the basic lanjuage used 1s Maltese,the vast majority of ta
populatioi are able to speax Biglish flueatly.de did experieciice considerable
difficuly however in coaversing with the older generation of the poorer
fiching villages and Lamlets. A Maltese speaking assistant will Do required.

COLCLUSIONS:

Malta is an idedl base upon wiaich to base 2y Projramiic of rcsearch into
marine life in the Mediterranean.An International Ocear Institue has been

formod in association with tie Royal University of Malta here and the senior

Scientific Advisor has conditionally offered us soie help in this respect,

I would su :est that a complcte survey of Maltese fishes,tiaelr diets,habitat,
 distribution and economic sijnificance be undertaien, There is a lack of

accurate local records in this respect.Furtheriiore thls survey saould

encompass an underwater photozapialc section,and a pnotosraphic record of

species.Bventual publication of selected results should also be investigated.

Cooperation with all local organisatlions is esscintial for madinalcoveragies

G.J enuings. RESEARCH DIRECTOR
. ' | ' October 1972
(ERRATA. Line 15 should read...by 8.5 miles) '

'(‘Copies to all concerned)



